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186 PIONEERS OF LOS ANGELES COUNTY. 

Rico, Y. L.Mott of Nogaks, Ariz., and John G. Mott of Los 
Angeles. 



KILIAN MESSER. 

In memory of our departed friend and fellow pioneer, Mr. 
Kilian Messer, we offer the following sketch of his life and of 
his residence in the city of Los Angeles, in which he lived for 
50 years. He was born in Germany, August 25, 1824, where 
he spent the early years of his life up to 1850, tiring of home 
he set out to seek his fortune in a foreign county. He sailed for 
the golden state of California via Cape Horn. In those days it 
was not an easy journey. He was shipwrecked on the way, but 
finally reached San Francisco, after being one year on the way. 
From there he went to the mines, where, after spending a few 
years, he tired of that kind life. He left for Los Angles in 1854, 
and so became one of the early pioneers of our beloved city. 
Here he engaged in diffrent pursuits of life in all of which he was 
successful. He was married in October, 1862, to Miss Louise 
Schmidt and raised two sons who are now engaged in business 
here, and who enjoy the respect of their fellow citizens. He 
died December 30, 1904. 
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COL. ISAAC ROTHERMEL DUNKELBERGER. 

Col. Dunkelberger, who was so widely and favorably known 
in this community, was born in Northumberland County, Penn., 
in 1832. He died in Los Angeles, December 5, 1904, at the age 
of 72 years. 

Col. Dunkelberger, who had studied civil engineering and 
read law in the office of Simon Cameron, was one of the first, 
if not the first man to enlist in Pennsylvania in the civil war. 
His regiment, the First Penn. Volunteers, was ordered to Balti- 
more at the time of the attack on the Massachusetts troops, and 
while there he received a commission as second lieutenant in the 
First Dragoons, afterwards the First U. S. Cavalry, the same 
regiment which distinguished itself in Cuba in the late war be- 
tween the 1 United States and Spain. Col. Dunkelberger in the 



